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police force was weak, and crimes of violence were frequent. At the
June municipal elections gangsters had come over from Baltimore, and
Buchanan had been compelled to call out the marines. Order was re-
stored only after rioting had been quelled with bloodshed. Congress-
men went armed, some probably because of the growing sectional
bitterness and of the floor fights in which everything from epithets to
cuspidors was hurled. Yet it may be claimed that much of this weapon
carrying was due to the fact that Washington was not a safe place for
pedestrians after dark.13

These dark shadows were not unrelieved. An unusually gay social
season was planned by the political elite. The administration was re-
sponsible for a social leadership which could on occasion be put to politi-
cal use. The President and his advisers could make Washington a
brilliant place of entertainment. Here Buchanan was prepared to in-
augurate a change. Pierce had been in no sense able to organize socially.
His wife was ill, melancholy, and inclined to be a recluse. Mrs. Marcy
and Mrs. Davis had been in mourning part of the term, and the other
cabinet families had shown no particular social interest. Now all was
different. President Buchanan liked to entertain, and his handsome
niece, Miss Harriet Lane, was planning a full season.
In this giddy whirl Buchanan and most of his cabinet families were
eager to play prominent roles; some of them in a big way. Secretary
of State Cass was wealthy and had two experienced daughters. They
had lived with him in Paris when he was Minister to France and were
prepared now to entertain on a grand scale. Cass had taken Marcy's
house on Vermont Avenue and had also rented George W. Riggs's resi-
dence next door and thrown the two into one. His daughters, Mrs.
Ledyard and Miss Belle Cass, had furnished it elaborately. The settees
and chairs were covered with blue and white damasked silk, and there
was a profusion of marble medallions, statuary, and paintings, valued
at $400,000. Medallions of St. Peter and St. Paul had once graced the
church built by Constantine on the spot where St. Peter was crucified.
Marble medallions, highly enameled, of Innocent XI and Leo X had
been brought from a monastery, and a group of twelve others, including